
                                                                                                     
    
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 29, 2017  

 
Community Townhall Encourages Public to Take Action beyond Ballot Box at Provincial Election 

 
Vancouver - In an effort to promote  civic engagement and raise awareness  of the policy issues affecting 
Metro Vancouver’s multicultural communities, The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) and 
S.U.C.C.E.S.S. are proudly presenting  a pre-election community townhall on Sunday, April 2 from 2:30 
pm to 4:30 pm at Choi Hall, S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Social Service Centre (28 West Pender Street, Vancouver, 
B.C.)  
 
“CIJA is delighted to be once again partnering with S.U.C.C.E.S.S on this pre-election townhall,” said 
Nico Slobinsky, Director Pacific Region with The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs.  “It’s important to 
note that the townhall is not a debate, but an opportunity to hear candidates address issues of common 
concern to the communities served by S.U.C.C.E.S.S and CIJA.”  
 
At this townhall we will delve into a variety of topics from affordability, inclusivity, immigration, 
culturally sensitive care for seniors, transportation and accessibility, to community security. 
Representatives from the major political parties in BC will have an opportunity to articulate their 
respective views on the pre-submitted questions in an engaging format.  
 
Representatives of party candidates including 1) Michael Lee, B.C. Liberals candidate (Vancouver-
Langara) 2) George Chow, B.C. NDP candidate (Vancouver-Fraserview); and 3) Michael Markwick, 
Green Party candidate (West Vancouver-Capilano) will be present at the town hall. 
 
The townhall will be moderated by Renu Bakshi, the former CTV news anchor and a senior 
communications strategist. It will be conducted in English with simultaneous interpretation in both 
Cantonese and Mandarin for those non-English speaking individuals. 
 
“Civic education is important for long term residents of B.C. and newcomers. This pre-election townhall 
will help voters make an informed decision on May 9 -  the provincial election day,” said Queenie Choo, 
CEO of S.U.C.C.E.S.S. 
 
Individuals are encouraged to submit their questions in advance and email to: vancouver@cija.ca with the 
subject line “Provincial Pre-election Townhall Question”.  
 
This event is free to the public but seats are limited. Registration is encouraged. Please click here: 
S.U.C.C.E.S.S. – CIJA Provincial Pre-Election Townhall for registration. 
 
For inquiries, please call 604-622-4240 (CIJA) or 604-408-7260 (S.U.C.C.E.S.S.) 
 
S.U.C.C.E.S.S.and CIJA Pre- election Townhall is supported by the media partnership with Fairchild TV, 
Talentvision, Canadian City Post, Jewish Independent, Lahoo.ca, Rise Weekly, Sing Tao Daily, Today 
Commercial News, S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Evergreen News and Yaossilinks.   
  
Established in 1973, S.U.C.C.E.S.S. is one of the largest social service agencies in British Columbia. It is 
a charitable organization providing services in settlement, language training, employment, family and 
youth service, business and economic development, health care, housing, and community development. 
For more details, please visit: www.success.bc.ca. 
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The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) is a national, non-partisan, non-profit organization 
dedicated to improving the quality of Jewish life in Canada by advancing the public policy interests of 
Canada’s organized Jewish community. Please visit: www.cija.ca 
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Contacts:  
 
Yael Levin       Eileen Lao      
Manager, Community Relations      Public Affairs Manager    
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs | Pacific Region  S.U.C.C.E.S.S.     
Tel: 604-622-4240 ext.393              Tel: 604-408-7243      
E-mail: ylevin@cija.ca                 E-mail: eileen.lao@success.bc.ca  
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